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of 2010-2011 Data1 

Colon cancer is the third most common cancer in California, with over 14,000 estimated new 

cases diagnosed each year, and about 5,000 deaths annually from colon & rectal cancer. In 2012 

within Butte County, an estimated 105 people were diagnosed and 40 people died with colon and 

rectal cancer.  

Incidence and death rates for colorectal cancer increase with age. The incidence rate of colorectal 

cancer is 15 times higher in adults 50 years and older than in those 20-49 years old. Overall, 

colorectal cancer incidence and mortality rates are about 35% to 40% higher in men than in 

women and the reasons for this are not completely understood. 

As part of the annual community assessment, which is required for accreditation by the 

American College of Surgeons Commission on Cancer (CoC), the Feather River Hospital (FRH) 

Cancer Committee noted the Paradise Ridge area is made up of close to one-third adults over 50 

years and 48% male. Three of the six nationally recognized quality measures respected by CoC 

accredited facilities, including FRH, relate with colon and rectal cancer treatment. The Cancer 

Committee reviewed the FRH data compared to other CoC accredited programs, and this is a 

summary of the review.  
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National Quality Performance Measures or CoC Quality of Care Measures:  

Colon and Rectal Cancer 

Cases Diagnosed in 2010 and 2011 

 

Measure I: At least 12 regional lymph nodes are removed and pathologically examined for 

resected colon cancer.  

Rationale: To compare the care of colon cancer patients at Feather River Hospital to other 

Commission on Cancer accredited cancer community hospital programs nationally. 

Population: All colon cancer patients who were treated at Feather River Hospital in 2010 or 

2011 and met the criteria described above. 

Outcome: Feather River Hospital’s results compare favorably with other accredited community 

hospital cancer programs nationally. 
 

Measure 
FRH 

2011 

FRH 

2010 

California 

Division 
(CA) 

Census 

Region 
(Pacific) 

CoC 

Community 

Hospitals 
(CHCP) 

At least 12 regional lymph nodes 

are removed and pathologically 

examined for resected colon 

cancer. 

100% 
(n=14) 

 100% 
(n=11) 

85% 
(n=2468) 

86.5% 
(n=3849) 

81.5% 
(n=6571) 

 

                                                 
1Sources: “California Cancer Facts & Figures 2012” and “Colorectal Cancer Facts & Figures 2011-2013” American 

Cancer Society (ACS). California Cancer Registry, www.cancer-rates.info. National Cancer Database (NCDB), A 

joint project of the American Cancer Society and the Commission on Cancer of the American College of Surgeons. 
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Measure II: ACT Adjuvant chemotherapy is considered or administered within 4 months (120 

days) of diagnosis for patients with AJCC Stage III (lymph node positive) colon cancer. (*CoC 

measure limits cases to age under 80 years, however no patients met criteria; all ages were included in 

this summary.) 

Rationale: To compare the care of colon cancer patients at Feather River Hospital to other 

Commission on Cancer accredited cancer community hospital programs nationally. 

Population: All stage III colon cancer patients who were treated at Feather River Hospital in 

2010 or 2011 and met the criteria described above. 

Outcome: Feather River Hospital’s results compare favorably with other accredited community 

hospital cancer programs nationally. 

 

Measure 
FRH 

2011 

FRH 

2010 

California 

Division 
(CA) 

Census 

Region 
(Pacific) 

CoC 

Community 

Hospitals 
(CHCP) 

Adjuvant chemotherapy is 

considered or administered within 4 

months (120 days) of diagnosis for 

patients with AJCC Stage III (lymph 

node positive) colon cancer.* 

100%* 
(n=3) 

 100% 
(n=4) 

76.6% 
(n=728) 

82.6% 

(n=1165) 
84.3% 

(n=1911) 

 

 
 

Measure III: Radiation therapy is considered or administered within 6 months (180 days) of 

diagnosis for patients under the age of 80 with clinical or pathologic AJCC Stage T4 N0 M0 

(Stage IIA or IIB) or Stage III receiving surgical resection for rectal cancer.  

Rationale: To compare the care of rectal cancer patients at Feather River Hospital to other 

Commission on Cancer accredited cancer community hospital programs nationally. 

Population: All rectal cancer patients who were treated at Feather River Hospital in 2010 or 

2011 and met the criteria described above. 

Outcome: Feather River Hospital’s results compare favorably with other accredited community 

hospital cancer programs nationally. 

 

Measure 
FRH 

2011 

FRH 

2010 

California 

Division 
(CA) 

Census 

Region 
(Pacific) 

CoC 

Community 

Hospitals 
(CHCP) 

Radiation therapy is considered or 

administered within 6 months (180 

days) of diagnosis for patients 

under the age of 80 of with clinical 

or pathologic AJCC T4N0M0 or 

Stage III receiving surgical 

resection for rectal cancer. 

100% 
(n=3) 

No cases 

met 

criteria 

83% 
(n=294) 

86.4% 
(n=508) 

87.7% 
(n=583) 

 

 

 For more information on quality measures or cancer-related data, contact Susan Artin-Daniel, CTR at (530) 876-3148. 


