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There are six qualities that embody what it means to be Adventist Health. 
The first, and my personal favorite, is to Be Love. 

This love looks many ways throughout our organization. It’s a food services 
associate staying late to serve meals when staff needs a helping hand. It’s 
a nurse taking time to sit with a patient whose family is too far away to 
visit. It’s a surgeon dropping everything on a Sunday to conduct an 
emergency procedure. 

And it’s all of you who give selflessly in support of our mission of living 
God’s love to inspire health, wholeness and hope. Whether upgrading our 
facilities to provide even more advanced care or giving gas cards to 
patients who need help with transportation to and from appointments, 
your gifts are the definition of love in action.

From the bottom of my heart, thank you for your continued support and 
generosity. I am so optimistic about what love can do in our community.

Blessings, 

Michelle Fuentes, President
Adventist Health Sonora

Love in action
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$1,323,610

Number of 
grants awarded: Total number of donors

437
3,141

6

Total number 
of gifts:

2,002 gas and grocery cards purchased 
for our neighbors in need, totaling $75,310

Total dollars raised in 2021:

$572,514

B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S

In our annual Food for Families 
drive, Adventist Health Sonora 
associates and their families 
raised $6,059 for the ATCAA 
Food Bank and donated 
roughly 2,800 pounds of 
food for families in need over 
the holiday season.
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$1,323,610

$1,207$100,269
Capital/Equipment

BREAKDOWN OF DOLLARS RAISED

Hospice Patient Support Fund & Home Care 

$44,464

Grants for equipment and COVID-19 testing and vaccination efforts

Cancer Patient 
Support Fund

$50,362

Project HOPE

$47,029
Wellness and 

Health Education

$2,770

$17,750
Greatest Need

$285,903

$572,514

Birth Center

Cardiology

$22,760

Tree of Lights raised more than 
ever in 2021—thank you!

2022 Fundraising Focus



4

S T O R I E S  O F  H O P E

Donors make a difference
for urology patients

Thanks to our generous family of 
donors, Adventist Health Sonora 
Urology is caring for more patients 
than ever before.

Early in 2021, gifts to the Greatest 
Need Fund allowed the clinic to 
purchase key equipment, including 
an ultrasound machine and two 
cystoscopy units.

“Cystoscopy and ultrasound equipment are essential tools in urologic surgery,” 
explained urologist Lincoln Maynes, MD. “Cystoscopy units use fiber optic 
cameras to evaluate the bladder for various diseases, and in-house 
ultrasound equipment allows for a full range of imaging without having to 
schedule patients for additional appointments outside the clinic.” 

Having these resources at Adventist Health Sonora Urology is not only more 
convenient for patients but also crucial for promptly identifying potentially 
life-threatening conditions. 

“There are many patient examples of benign and cancerous conditions that 
the cystoscopy and ultrasound equipment have helped us identify earlier in 
the process,” said Dr. Maynes. “This has allowed us to intervene before the 
condition has progressed for better patient outcomes.”

In the last eleven months alone, the urology clinic has provided care for 
approximately 1,000 new patients.

“I would like to extend my deepest appreciation to everyone who made this 
possible,” Dr. Maynes said. “You have allowed us to positively impact 
hundreds of patients since the equipment was put into use.”

Unrestricted gifts to the Greatest Need Fund are some of 
the most important gifts the Adventist Health Sonora 
Foundation receives as they meet the needs outside of the 
typical operating budget. Scan the QR Code to make an 
unrestricted gift today.SCAN THIS CODE



When Charlet Campbell, of Jamestown, 
noticed her husband Kenneth struggling 
to catch his breath after a routine walk 
with the family dog, she knew something 
wasn’t right. At that time, Kenneth 
considered himself healthy and active and 
was seeing a provider at a medical center in 
the Central Valley.

“They told me it was nothing to worry 
about,” Kenneth explains. “Once I started 
seeing Nancy Kerr-Schifrin for primary care, 

she referred me to Sonora Cardiovascular and Dr. Eric Hemminger, who took 
me in immediately. He quickly determined I’d had a silent heart attack.”

The diagnosis led Kenneth to a successful triple bypass performed by 
Dr. Luis Castro at Sequoia Hospital in the Bay Area. Twelve years later, 
Kenneth credits the care and attention he received with saving his life.

“I’m still up and walking around, and I’m really grateful for that,” Kenneth says. 

Kenneth is back to daily walks with his dog and staying active around the 
house with Charlet, but he has never forgotten about the care and attention 
he received at Adventist Health Sonora. Every year since his procedure, 
Kenneth has made a donation to the hospital’s Heart Care program. 

“I might have to go back to the hospital down the road, so I want to support 
the best possible equipment and new technologies and innovations,” said 
Kenneth. “I’m just happy to help however I can.”
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S T O R I E S  O F  H O P E

she referred me to Sonora Cardiovascular and Dr. Eric Hemminger, who took 

the Central Valley.the Central Valley.

“They told me it was nothing to worry 
about,” Kenneth explains. “Once I started 

she referred me to Sonora Cardiovascular and Dr. Eric Hemminger, who took 

the Central Valley.

“They told me it was nothing to worry 
about,” Kenneth explains. “Once I started 
seeing Nancy Kerr-Schifrin for primary care, 

Kenneth's Story

Gifts to Cardiology support the launch of a Percutaneous Coronary 
Intervention program, which will allow Adventist Health Sonora to care for 
patients having an active heart attack and eliminate the need to travel far from 
home for emergency cardiac care.

Gifts will also support the construction of the new Cath Lab, a first-of-its-
kind facility in Northern California offering state-of-the-art cardiac care right 
here in the Sierra foothills.
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Claudia Raznikov and Betty Higgins 
bonded over their dedication to 
family, their love of the place they 
called home, and their drive to give 
back to their community.

Upon receiving a cancer diagnosis, 
Claudia’s spirit was undeterred. She 
never looked forward to her 
treatments, but she always looked 
forward to seeing her nurses and the 
staff at the Cancer Center, sharing 
treats and jokes with them whenever 
she visited.

C A N C E R  P A T I E N T  S U P P O R T  F U N D 

Betty Higgins
1925-2021

Claudia Raznikov
1939-2019

Nourishing our community 
at Claudia's Café
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When the Diana J. White Cancer Institute 
opened across the street from the hospital, 
Claudia noticed that access to the hospital 
café was more difficult. Claudia had the idea 
to build a café in the Health Pavilion to 
provide nourishment for the staff who 
cared for her and fellow cancer patients and 
their families, so she spoke with her dear 
friend, Betty and the donation was made. 
Claudia’s Café will soon be a reality thanks 
to Betty’s generosity and the efforts of 
Claudia and Betty’s families to see the café 
through to completion.

After a hard-fought battle, Claudia succumbed to her cancer in 2019. Two 
years later, Betty also passed. Though Claudia and Betty would have loved to 
see the completion of Claudia’s Café, it will be enjoyed by all who knew and 
loved them and the hundreds of patients and families receiving care at the 
Health Pavilion each year.

Claudia’s Café will be not only a place where patients and their caregivers 
gather over nourishing food but also a reminder of the power and beauty 
of friendship. 

Grand Opening
Date Coming Soon!

Customers at Claudia’s Café will have the opportunity to round 
their purchase up to the nearest dollar in support of the Cancer 
Patient Support Fund.

Scan the QR code for updates about Claudia's Café 
Grand Opening!

SCAN THIS CODE
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Love isn’t only about grand gestures or flashy shows of affection. Of 
course, those are wonderful! But sometimes, a thoughtful note, a 
comforting touch or a word of appreciation mean just as much. 

For me, the same is true of philanthropy. Every one of your generous gifts, 
no matter the size, embodies the meaning of the word philanthropy: the 
love of humankind. 

That love looks like new equipment and upgrades to clinical spaces, 
enhancing the quality of care our patients receive. It also looks like a 
warm cup of coffee purchased for a cancer patient while they receive an 
infusion. Every bit of support from our donors matters so much to the 
patients we serve.

Thank you for sharing your philanthropic spirit with us in the last year. 
While much remains uncertain about the year ahead, I am genuinely looking 
forward to gathering once again and showing our patients how much this 
community loves them. 

Warmly, 

Andee Houser, Director of Philanthropy
Adventist Health Sonora

Love 
in all its forms
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Save the Date 
for 2022 Philanthropy Events 
We are hopeful to gather once again as a community this year at both our 
hallmark fundraisers and new events. Here’s a preview of what we hope is to 
come this year: 

Cars, Cops and Coffee for Cancer, benefiting the 
Cancer Patient Support Fund June 25

Joie de Vie Gala September 25 

Giving Tuesday, benefiting the 
Greatest Need Fund November 29

Tree of Lights, benefiting the 
Hospice Patient Support Fund December 10

More dates to watch:
We Are Hope Employee Giving Campaign Launch April 2022

Adventist Health Sonora Golf Classic, benefiting Cardiology October 2022

Ladies Night Out for Breast Cancer Awareness October 2022

Movember for Men’s Health Awareness November 2022

SCAN THIS CODE

Scan the QR code for the most current information about 
events and dates to watch in 2022!
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